Guam. Most remarkably, the spider mite, Tetranychus marianae (Prostigmata: tetranychidae) and the predatory mite Phytoseius horridus (Mesostigmata: Phytoseiidae) (Solanum melongena) have been found on eggplant. the noneconomically important species of Brevipalpus californicus(Banks) Prostigmata: tenuipalpidae),Eupodes sp. (Acarina: eupodidae) and predator Cunaxa sp. (Prostigmata: cunaxidae) have been reported on guava (Psidium guajava L.). Also, the non-economically important species Brevipalpus californicusProstigmata: tenuipalpidae), Lepidoglyphus destructor (Astigmata: Glycyphagidae) and a predator Amblyseius obtusus, species groupAmblyseius near lentiginosus (Mesostigmata: Phytoseiidae), have been recorded on cycad (Cycas micronesica).
work on mites in Guam has been done thus far, there is a possibility that mites may have come in with such food shipments. Local farmers and producers have already brought to our knowledge information about the occurrence of mites on vegetables and other such crops. Because there have been no studies conducted on mites locally, we have no knowledge as to what mites may be present in this region. consequently, surveillance of phytophagous mites will allow local authorities in Guam, the cnMI, and elsewhere in non-infested areas of the Pacific to take immediate action upon their discovery, thereby lessening the chance of successful establishment and spread of the mites throughout the region. therefore, surveillance work was initiated on Guam to record the incidence of mites on various crop plants.
MAterIAL AnD MetHoDS the mites provided in vials were prepared by the following method. Leaves were collected from the various agricultural plants, and taken back to the laboratory where they were examined under a microscope. All mites occurring on a leaf were collected with a small paint brush moistened with 70% ethanol, placed in a vial containing 5 ml of 70% ethanol, labeled, and prepared for shipping. the vials with mites were sent to Angela Marmont centre for uK Biodiversity, natural History Museum, London for identification.
reSuLtS
Several new mite species, both of economically, and non-economically important plants have been identified, and the presence of a predatory mite species confirmed. these are shown in table 1.
Eggplant, (Solanum melongena)
Specimen-1: the spider mite, Tetranychus marianaeMcGregor, 1950 (Prostigmata: tetranychidae) was the dominant mite species recorded from the samples collected from eggplant. the form of the aedeagus is an important character for confirming species identity. However, the females conform to the redescription of T. marianae given in Moraes et al. (1987) .
Distribution: Widespread in the Pacific islands, e.g., the Marianas, from where it was first described. It has previously been recorded from eggplant on Guam (De Moraes et al., 1987) 
Significance: Tetranychus marianae is known as a pest of tomato and cotton, but also
occurs on a wide range of other plants, e.g., castor bean (Ricinus communis), passion flower (Passiflora edulis), squash (Cucurbita maxima), Centrosema pubescens, sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas), Merremia vitifolia and orchidaceae. Spider mites feed on leaf cell contents and feeding activity is indicated by the appearance of pale areas on the upper leaf surface as chlorophyll is removed. (De Moraes et al., 2004) . no information is available on its biology and feeding preferences.
Guava (Psidium guajava)

Spicemen-1: False spider mites, flat mites, Brevipalpus californicus (Banks) (Prostigmata: tenuipalpidae):
Description: tenuipalpids have been collected in most parts of the world. they feed on higher plants, usually on the under surface of the leaves. they have long, needlelike cheliceral digits with which they pierce the epidermis and feed on the contents of the underlying cells. Some species are of economic importance. Brevipalpus spp. have been identified as pests of watermelons in Guam (Yudin, 1999) . the submitted specimen is morphologically close to B. californicus, a cosmopolitan species that is a pest of a wide range of ornamental and agricultural crops, but differs slightly in the form of the ventral ornamentation.
Spicemen-2: Cunaxa sp. (Prostigmata: cunaxidae):
Distribution: Fast moving mites, found in a wide variety of habitats, e.g., on plants (including crop species), shrubs and trees, and in moss, bark, soil and food stores. they prey on small arthropods, other mites and nematodes, including pest species (Smiley, 1992).
Spicemen-3: Eupodes sp. (order Prostigmata)
Species of Eupodes have a worldwide distribution. Many live in soil and leaf litter, but some have been collected on grasses and other plants. Available evidence indicates that their diet is comprised of algae and fungi, and they are not regarded as pests.
Spicemen-3: Bdellidae, larva (Prostigmata: Bdellidae)
Bdellids have a worldwide distribution. their diet, habits and habitats are like those of the family cunaxidae (Smiley, 1992) . Some species have been investigated as control agents of pest mites, insects and nematodes (Gerson et al., 2007) .
Spicemen-4:
Ascinae adult female (Mesostigmata: Ascidae, subfamily Ascinae) Members of the predatory Ascinae are very diverse in biology and habitat, occurring, for example, on plants and at the sea shore, in salt marshes, soil, humus, stored foods, and bird, mammal and arthropod nests. Species that live on plants prey on other invertebrates or feed on fungi or pollen (Halliday et al., 1998) .
Cycad (Cycas micronesica K.D. Hill)
Spicemen-1:Lepidoglyphus destructor (Schrank) (Astigmata: Glycyphagidae):
Glycyphagids and Lepidoglyphus have a worldwide distribution. Mites of this genus are common inhabitants of house dust and stored foods, e.g., oats, rye, linseed, rice and dried fruit. they also occur in outdoor habitats, e.g., grassland soil, and stacks of grain, straw and hay. they thrive in damp, humid conditions and feed on the microscopic fungi that grow in such environments (Knülle, 1987 
